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her, and leave the rest all to fate ; for if it had not
proved so, nobody was injured, and it would only
have been said that the magi were mistaken.

But we are, if you please, to suppose, that, as I
said, this did not last long ; the low-prized learning
of the magicians answered very well, while the
world was ignorant in proportion; but as the world
increased in people, and as years went over their
heads, knowledge had its gradations too, and though
it must be confessed it was at a very slow rate, yet
some advances they did make; and as princes
severally were lovers of learning, so they encouraged
men of learning too, and their numbers increased,
as well as their knowledge.

As the common people became more knowing
and intelligent, so it behoved the magicians to ad-
vance their studies, and seek further into the more
sublime parts of learning, to preserve the distance
they stood in from the lower class of their country-
men, and to maintain the respect and veneration
which, as I said, the people had for them; if they
had not done this, they had soon been upon a level
with the rest of mankind, the rabble had been their
equals in wisdom, and they had lost themselves in
the superior station of magicians which they enjoyed
before.

This put them presently upon searching further
and further into the arcana of nature, pursuing the
highest and most elevated studies with the utmost
diligence and application; advancing from one
thing to another, still to keep up the figure and
character of wise men which they had before; that
Is to say, being still as many degrees above the
common sort, however the common sort might be
improved in knowledge, as they were before.

Nor was this difficult to do; for as knowledge
was then, and even is still, an unexhausted mine
and storehouse of invaluable treasure, and which,